
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Featured New Title  

 

Achieve IELTS Grammar & Vocabulary  
 With the increase in popularity of the International 
English Language Testing System (IELTS) exam, we are 
very pleased to let all you exam teachers and 
administrators know about a great new resource.  
 Achieve IELTS Grammar & 
Vocab ulary  is a fabulous 

complement to any IELTS 
integrated skills course book.  
 Although the focus is 
clearly on grammar and 
vocabulary clarification and 
accuracy work, there is a 
very useful listening 

component , which provides 
the opportunity for aural 
recogn ition of the language in 
every unit, and in ways that 
reflect the listening component of the exam.  

 Another excellent thing about this book is the 

diagnostic grammar test at the beginning which identifies 
student -specific areas of development  need s. 
 And another most excellent thing (tapping into the 
vibe of Bill & Ted) is the chapter on linking words, which 
includes eight  very useful units on lexical areas like 
reason &  result, staging & sequencing and showing 
emphasis. Great stuff for deepening read ing skills and  

making writing skills more sophisticated.  
 Unlike many other grammar and vocabulary 
resources, this book is also heavily text based. The use 
of short texts to highlight all the language is a welcome 

feature.  

We also simply have t o mention how cool these texts 
are. Talk about fascinating! The texts used have the 
highest interest level of any other grammar and 
vocabulary book weôve ever reviewed.  

The great effect of this is that it would be incredibly 
easy to incorporate some stimu lating discussions and 

engaging debates around these topics.  
To sum up in a handy reference kind of way, these 

are the things we really like:  
 

 function -based linking words units  
 full MP3 CD audio included  
 listenings that include exam candidate speaking 

responses  
 text -based language work  
 fascinating readings that are global in 

perspective  
 use it for IELTS tips boxes  

 good combination of concept -checking activities 

and accuracy practice exercises  
 good link to language and the types of writing 

tasks it is usef ul for  
 good mix of academic and general English tasks  
 clear and easy to navigate formatting  

 
All in all ï a fantastic resource for advanced level 

reading , writing, vocabulary and grammar !
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Industry News  

 
 Think the upcoming Oscars are inspiring and a great 
reason to celebrate?  Well, here are two even better 

celebrations of talent (less glamorous, but more 

interesting!)  

Edub logs  
Winners of edublogs 2009!!  

http://edubloga wards.com/  

 Celebrating the best of blogs 
devoted to all things educational, 
this great site has awarded some 

fabulous contributors to our 
industry. Check out:  

 best blogger  

 best group blog  
 best educational use of video  
 best educational wiki  
 best e - learning  blog  

 best teacher blog  
 éjust to name a few!  
 
 A wealth of ideas and 
connections, these blogs are truly 
inspirational and a fantastic way to 
see how resources are being used, 

how ideas are being built and how 

teachers are creatively adapting to 
whatever classroom challenges 
they are faced with.  

 

ELTon Awards  
 To view the best books and websites of the previous 
year itôs always a good idea to start with the ELTon 
awards.  
 In February last year , w e highlighted a few past 
winners and current nominees.  Now, we can share the 

winners and show you the new talent nominated for the 
2010 awards.  

 

   
TEFLclips.com  

Lesson plans  
and teaching 
ideas using 

Youtube.com  

 

Aviation 
English  

English course  
for pilots  

 

Magazines 
Plus  

Online English 
environment ï 

great activity and 
lesson ideas  
for learners  

aged 11 ï 18  

 

 
 There are also many excellent resources on the list of 

nominees for an ELTon in 2010.  Some which caught our 
eye:  

 

   
Nikôs Daily 

English 

Activities   
Blog  

 

Teacher 
Training 

videos   
Russell 
Stannardôs 

website  
 

Activities for 
Interactive 

Whiteboards  
Helbling 

Langua ges  
book  

 

 With an avalanche of fantastic resources to review like 

this, you wonôt be faulted for missing the Oscars.  

 You might not be talking about the latest dress that 
Angelina wore, but we bet your colleagues will love to 
hear about the great stuff youôve uncovered. 
 
 

Cool Websites   

 
 Since our entire section on Industry News is devoted 
to literally hundreds of fantastic websites and blogs, we 
decided to highlight a feature of the Macmillan website 

which is dedicated to keeping all those fantastic web -

based resources organized!  
 On the Onestopenglish.com site, there is a new tool 
called the Onestopenglish  Lear ning Calendar  and this 
could be the answer to keeping your ESL -dedicated 
resources in order.  

 

 
 

 According to Macmillan, ñthe Learning Calendar is a 
tool that enables you to organize resources, plan lessons 
and share links with colleagues and friends. Resources 

can be arranged into folders and scheduled into the 
calendar. You can easily see which resources you have 
selected for your dayôs teaching.ò 
 Essentially you can bookmark favourite sites, create 
folders and share online resources with fellow teac hers 
and administrators.  

   
  

(contôd on next page) 
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Arguably, one of the most 

internationally well -known Canadians 

in our industry is Dr. Tom Cobb, 

Professor, Département de didactique 
des langues at the 
University of Quebec and 
Adjunct  Professor, 
Education at McGill 
University.  
 His bio is incredibly 

impressive (and slightly 
exhausting) with enough 
publications, research 

topics, consultancy 
projects and teaching 
expertise to make your head spin . 
 Tom is probably most famous for 

his wonderful a nd ground -breaking 
website, The Compleat Lexical Tutor . 
 Used by over 1000 students and 
teachers daily, this is the place to go 
for all things related to the teaching 
and learning of vocabulary. Tom is 

clearly in favo ur of the constructivist 
view of language learning and his site 

is devoted to enabling the inductive 
and discovery -based approaches to 
vocabulary learning.  
 We donôt have the space here to 
describe the huge variety of resources 

available and the importance  of 
corpus -based work, but click here  to 
go to an excellent overview, written by 
Marti  Sevier from Simon Fraser 
University, which highlights what the 
site offers and how to get the best use 
of its resources.  

 For those of you who prefer video 
tutorials, click here  fo r another great 
overview provided by Steve Neufield.   
 To better understand his inspiration 
and educational focus, click here  to 
read a great article from the man 

himself.  
 
Consider us huge fans !  
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 Please note that you do need to create an account 
with Macmillan Onestopenglish site, but the calendar 

feature is free (as is registration which gives you access 

to most featur es in the site).   
 An organized desk top is the sign of an organized 
mind (and perhaps a technogeek) ï but regardless, 
knowing just where those blogs, lesson idea, materials 
and websites are, can be such a blessing for our time -
crunched teaching days.  
 

Event Notice  

 
 Well, it is clearly workshop month and a good  excuse 

to get out of the house during these chilly  times.  

 

In - store Workshops with Ken Lackman  
 Ken will be holding two workshops at English Central 
this month.  
 

 
 
Saturday, February 13 ï Universal Activities  

This workshop showcases 24 great activities that are :  

 are original or adapted  
 can be used with a wide variety of 
grammar and vocabulary  

 can be used over and over again  
 make lesson planning faster and 
easier  

 can be used ñon the spotò during 

lessons  
 are fun and student -centred  

 
Saturday, February 27 ï Giving Great Instructions  

 This workshop focuses on 
perfecting the most fundamental of 

classroom skills ï giving effective 
instructions. Come and learn the 
techniques and tips necessary to 
make sure your classes run 
smoothly .  Minimize time spent explaining so you can 
maximize time spent learning and teachin g. 
 

 
 
 

 

Training for Cambridge Suite Exams  
 If you are interested in professional development with 
the Cambridge Suite Exams, then check this out.  
On February 12 th , Katrin Faridani , the Eastern Canada 

Regional Examinations Manager for Cam bridge ESOL 
Exams, will be holding a workshop for teachers 
interested in learning more about how to teach for the 

written and oral portions of Cambridge examinations.  
 This workshop is a great opportunity for teachers to 
gain better insight into the way th ese examinations 
operate, meet some colleagues in Toronto and exchange 
information.  
 

DETAILS  
Time :  1:00 to 4:00  
Place :  ILSC 443 University Avenue, 3rd floor  

Fee :  $100 per participant  
 
Please register through your school or for independent 
teachers, please email Katrin Faridani . 

 

 
  

email Katrin 
Faridani  

More information 
on our Event 

Calendar  

To go to the 
Cambridge ESOL 
examinations site  

 

What are We Blogging About?  

 

We areéwhere we sit   
Tania has written a very interesting blog that 

highlights the odd connection between personality and 
where we place ourselves in a room.  

 Can which chair you choose to sit on reveal how your 
teacher trainees feel about the course or how open they 
are to your feedback? Move over body language ï itôs 
where they decide to sit that gives you the info you need 
to know.  

Visit our blog  to read more of this 
article and many, many more!   

 
Please take the time to comment.  

Weôd love to hear from someone other 
than the Russian spammers!  

 

 

Other New  Titles  

 

Reading and Writing skills 

with Canadian Content  
 
 Think your students might like to 
know the following?  
 In 2007, The Sleeping Giant  was 

voted the most impressive ówonderô in 
Canada?  Canadian owned, GAP Travel 
Adventures, is the largest ecotourism 
company in the world?  The Canadian 
$20 bill has the quote, ñCould we ever 
know each other in the slightest 

without the arts?ò 
 Are they als o interested in 
improving their reading and writing 
skills in preparation for an academic 
environment?  
 The authors of 
Creating Meaning  

clearly thought so, a nd 
for those eager for 
more Canadian 
Content, this is a book 
to check out.  

 This is an upper - intermediate 
reading and writing text aimed at 

giving high level students an 
introduction to academic preparation. 
It includes grammar analysis and 
extension exerc ises and vocabulary 
focuses, aimed at developing 
knowledge of the Academic Word List.  

 Perfect for a CLB 6 -  7 class or an 
EAP/bridging program, the great 
things about this book are its:  

 Clear and prominent focus on 

underlying learning objectives ï 
fabulous table of contents page!  

 Overt emphasis on critical thinking 

skills  
 Large variety of reading sub -skills  
 Revising and editing guidance  

 
 The biggest drawback here is an 
occasional overabundance of questions 
that simply check vocabulary 

recognition and not comprehension.  
 

(contôd on next page) 
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Teaching Tips  

 

Engage your students in their writing 
tasks!  
  

Definitely not an image we want to see in 
our classrooms, this bored student is 

one that Iôm sure weôve all had 
the pleasure of interacting 

with.  Unfortunately, it 
seems especially true 
of classes that focus 

on writing skills.  So how can 
we inject some enthusiasm 
into our students with regards 

to the writing tasks we give them?  
 Short of slipping students  a magical pill that 

makes them love every activity you give them, the best 
way is to identify what in the setup, staging or choice of 
material for the writing task is causing this disengaged 
reaction.  Once we acknowledge this, we can change it 
with a few  easy treatments.  

 
Cause #1:  Students arenôt involved enough in task 
set - up.  Treatment:  Use student - generated 
content.  
 Directions :  Choose warm -up activities which allow 

students to create material that will be used in the 
writing task later on.   This engages students from the 

beginning and gives them a more personalized reason to 
be interested in the content of their writing task.
 Example 1 :  Some coursebooks help out in this regard 
with the way their writing tasks are organized.  Look for 
writing task s that are set up with quizzes, surveys or 
discussion work.  

 Example 2 :  Try out SurveyMonkey.com  as a fun way 
to get students involved in creating surveys themselves, 
from which they can extract content to use l ater on.  
 

Cause  #2:  Writing skills are simply told to the 
students.  Treatment:  Try guided - discovery tasks.  
 Directions :  Give your students an activity through 

which they discover the rules themselves. Like learning 
how to use a computer application thro ugh trial and 
error, this gets students to teach themselves, which 
always facilitates learning more than just being told what 
to do.  
 Example 1 :  Look for activities that ask students to 
complete a task by analysing examples.  

 

 
 

Alternative Treatment:  Im plement principles of 
task - based learning.  

 Directions :  Instead of presenting, practicing then 
producing, give your students the writing task at the 
beginning of the lesson.  This will quickly identify gaps in 
their knowledge and peak their curiosity to l earn the 

skills and language they need.  
 
Cause #3:  Students donôt practice writing in 
meaningful ways.  Treatment:  Create personalized 
extension activities.  
 Directions :  Tap into what you already know about 
your students!  Consider what interests them and  create 

activities that involve those interests.  Nearly everyoneôs 

favourite topic is themselves, which is good reason for 
choosing personalized activities which have real -world 
application.  
 Example 1 :  Try out Font capture.com  if youôre 
teaching the alphabet to beginners.  It gets them to 
practice writing the alphabet by creating a font using 

their own handwriting.   
 Example 2 :  Use Facebook  as a tool for form - filling 
(the About Me section is perfect), writing homework that 
you can actually check, and a forum for giving feedback 
(use their Wall).  For those of us who donôt want to mix 
business with pleasure, you can always have a second 

Faceb ook account for use with your students.  
  

  
our presentation,  

which includes these  
and more examples on  

how to engage your students 
in their writing activities  

to download  
the original workshop 
material presented at  

the  TESL Ontario Conference 
in December!  

 
 

Educators Quote  

 

The thing that you really believe in 

always happens; and the belief in a 

thing makes it happen.  
 

~Frank Lloyd Wright   

 

 
 If students can answer a question by 

simply scanning the text and finding the 
words that match the words in the 

question, then this simply does nothing 
to check if they have understood.  
 Scanning is a valid skill, of course, 
but itôs the least challenging, least 

engaging and tells you the least about 
what your students donôt understand.  
 Luckily for us, this issue isnôt a deal-
breaker ï just something to be aware 
of, along with  the knowledge that some 
re - jigging of questions might be 
needed . 

 

Q & A  

 
Where is all the Canadian content?  
 Understandably, we often get 
requests f or materials that have 
Canadian content.  We always wish we 
could say there is more interesting stuff 
available and that follows current best 

practices in methodology, but 
unfortunately, we canôt.  
 Having said that ï all is not dire!  We 

have created a wond erful list of 
resources that sum up all the materials 
currently available.  

 A couple  that stand out in our 
opinion are:  

  
Office Soft Skills  

 help s newcomers 
successfully navigate 

the Canadian 
workplace  

Ventures Canadian 
Teacherôs Guide 
helps  teachers 

working  within the 
CLB 

 

 The Canadian  
Venture ôs Sampler  

Click to see our list 
of 100+ Resources 

published  with 
Canadian content   

 

to go to t he  
Canadian content 

section of our eShop  
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